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Dear Sir: 



Gregory Grabowski and Hong Du, the inventors in the above-identified patent application 
(hereinafter, the Inventors), declare as follows: 

f * 

1. The Xiao patent application, U.S. 2004/0038365, became available to the public on 
February 26, 2004, and was filed on October 26, 2001 as a PCT application, 
PCT/EP01/12382. 



2. The Kapeller-Libermann application, U.S. 2002/0193303, became available to the public 
on December 19, 2002. This application claims priority to US 60/264,167, filed January 
25,2001. 

3. The Inventors, Grabowski and Du, filed the above-identified patent application, serial 
number 10/776,796, which is a divisional of ifesN 09/775,517 on February 11, 2004. 
Application 10/776,796 claims priority to US 6,849,257, filed February 2, 2001, and 
provisional application 60/180,363, filed February 4, 2000. 

4. Prior to January 25, 2001, the Inventors conceived of and reduced the claimed invention 
to practice. 



Application No. 10/776,796 



5. Prior to January 25, 2001, the Inventors conceived of a method of providing a 
biologically active lipid hydrolyzing protein to cells by administering a DNA sequence 
for a lipid hydrolyzing protein using a viral vector. 

6. Prior to January 25, 2001, the Inventors reduced to practice a method for providing a 
biologically active lipid hydrolyzing protein to cells by administering a DNA sequence 
for a lipid hydrolyzing protein using a viral vector. 

7. Prior to January 25, 2001, the Inventors reduced to practice the claimed invention as 
evidenced by the attached Exhibit A showing measurements of a biologically active lipid 
hydrolyzing protein (specifically, lysosomal acid lipase) activity. Activity was 
determined after administration of a viral vector, containing the DNA sequence for the 
protein, in mice deficient in LAL (LAL -/-) via a tail vein. The attached pages are 
unaltered from their original form except that all dates have been masked. (§1.131 
Declaration - Exhibits A, B, C, D). 

8. Exhibits A and C show raw data from mice obtained prior to January 25, 2001, wherein 
the mice had been injected with a vector comprising LAL DNA. Exhibits B and D show 
calculations of enzyme activity derived from this raw data, corresponding to Exhibits A 
and C, respectively. Collectively, these data show conception and reduction to practice 
of the claimed invention prior to January 25, 2001 . 

9. The Inventors state that all statements made herein of actual knowledge are true, or if 
made on information and belief are believed to be true. 

10. The Inventors further state that all statements made herein were made with knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that any such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of this application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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